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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 
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U3I3SD  STATES  EEPARTI.EITT  OP  AG?J  C'JJ.TURE 
BUREAU  OP  BIOLOGICAL  SUEVEI 


LI3EGTI01TS  POR  POISOHIHG  JACK  RABBITS  IIT  COLOiRiLDO 

Eov!  to  poison  jack  raLLits  is  a  proLlen  that  must  ho  worked  out 
locally  in  practically  every  instance,  for  wiien  it  comes  to  getting  its 
food  supply  the  jack  rahhit  has  an  instinct  that  guides  it  unerringly 
to  the  choicest  food.  The  person  r/ho  ia  poisoning  these  rodents  must 
put  out  hadts  that  are  as  attractive  to  the  jack  rahoits  as  the  food 
it  would  obtain  in  its  natural  runs,  and  at  the  sanie  tine  must  he  sure 
that  the  poison  is  out  of  reach  of  all  livestock.  Strychnine  plays  no 
favorites  and  will  poison  all  domestic  stock  as  readily  as  it  Y/ill  rahhits. 
Lever  guess  about  the  safeness  of  the  poison;  always  he  sure  that  there 
is  no  possibility  of  arij  livestock  getting  to  poison  baits. 

liethods  of  Poisoning 

Tiie  poison-pen  or  corraA  method  will  probably  be  the  most  suitable 
for  use  in  this  State  and  give  the  best  results.  The  corral  is  constructed 
by  plaxing  four  substantia.!  posts  2  feet  in  the  ground  and  at  least  a  rod 
apart,  so  as  to  make  a.  pen  about  IB  feet  square.  Bai-bed  wire  or  hog  wire 
should  be  pilsned  around  these  posts  and  securely  fastened  so  tha.t  no  stock 
can  possibly  get  into  the  inclosure.  If  hog  wire  is  used,  it  should  be 
placed  so  thal  there  will  be  at  least  8  inches  between  the  grouid  and  the 
lower  strands  of  the  netting,  ^ritii  tvro  strands  of  barbed  wire  above  the 
netting.  If  barbed  wire  is  used,  put  on  at  least  five  strands,  10  inches 
apart.  'The  posts  should  be  securely  braced  so  that  there  will  not  ee  slack 
enough  in  the  wire  to  permit  aiij  stock  getting  eventually  into  the  pen. 

These  corrals  should  be  constructed  at  points  where  the  rabbits  are  congre¬ 
gating  or  in  open  fields  where  they  are  doing  considerable  damge.  If 
in  the  brush  and  pinyon  country,  some  of  these  pens  may  be  constructed  in 
draws  or  arroyos  where...the  rabbits  seem  to  be  traveling  back  and  forth. 

In  ple.cing  the  bait  in  the  pens,  it  is  ad'’’isable  to  drive  a  numoer  ox 
stakes  into  the  ground,  or  else  construct  a  feeding  pen  inside  the  corral, 
so  that  the  rand  will  not  blor;  the  poisoned  baits  out  whei'e  stock  can  geu 
hold  of  them.  Stakes  driven  into  the  grouid  6  inches  apart  will  allow 
rabbits  to  feed  on  the  bait  and  at  the  same  time  will  keep  it  confineo.  'co 
the  center  of  the  pen. 

The  following  method  may  be  used  with  good  results,  but  only  wnere 
there  is  no  possibility  of  any  livestock  getting  to  the  poisoned  baits; 

Place  handfuls  of  jooisoned  baits  along  the  trails  where  the  jacm  racoits 
are  going  to  and  from  their  natural  feeding  ground.  Good  results  have 
been  obtained  by  sticking  poisoned  grain  heads,  as  nilo  mauze,  kafir  corn, 
or  wheat  or  oat  heads,  in  the  snow  so  that  the  rabbits  can  see  them  reao.il v . 
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most  tabic  bait' to'  use' iii  eao.y ’locality''  'is  tie  crop  o':’  grain 
oti  which  tne  rs.obj.ts  s,re  rji  tne  habit  of  feeding,  .If  this  is  a?'iajfaj  the 
ohun^i.d  bo  baitod  with  a'J.f alfa."  If  'kaf ir  corn,  wL.oat,  or  osts  are 
ec..te..i,  -then  these  shondd  accordingly  be  used  as  bsits.  In  ■'irirtor 
a,-.-  oaius  ase^.  Wj.11  na'C’cr'aH:/  be  dry,  and  it  will  therefore  tsl-re  more 
prepara'oion  to  g-e't--'chem  res.dy.  ■  -  ■■■  ■ 

Dry-alfalfa  baits;  ,  ' 

In  prejpax''ing  dry-'alfal.fa.  bs.its  by  either  of  tho  f ollo'ViTing  formu]..as 
better  s'esultts  •w.iil  be  obtaindd' if  the  .mint are  Is  allowed  to  dry  before  using: 

10  Tjounas  chopped  alfalfa  or  alfalfa  leases, 

.■..l-.-.ouace  strychnine  sulphato'.  .  ,  ' 

1  gallon  hot  water.  . ■■■-•-. .  '  ■  . 

fissorre  stryclmino  in  hot  wader  and -pou.r  over  alfalfa,  stirring  until 
all  moist-oi-’e  is 'ab-sorbed.  '  '  ,  ' "  '  . 

10  po"cnds  choirped  alfalfa  or  alfalfa  leaves. 

1  ou'o.ce  str;;''chninG  alkaloid.  '  ■ ' 

l/2  gallon  hob  wader.  . 

1  c'uaid  corn  sir-up.  '  '  .  .  ' 

j-  *.  e  sp'.  oni.  u _ _  sa.L  t, 

Ivxi:c  Water  arid  sirap;'  stir  in  strychnine  and  salt.  Keet)  mirdure  v/ell 
si:irred  a.na  pour  over 'a.lf alfa.  Stir  alfadf a' 'OJitii.  all  .moi. st'are  is  absorbed. 

G-ree'Q-alf aJ f a  bait'  (for  surnher  poisoning):  . 

Oathar  .20  pounds  of  green'  alfilfa  tips  and,  sprlnkl.e  1  ounce  ,  of  powdered 
sr.'r3iCxini'ne  alkaJ.otd  Over  them.  Min  all  alfa  tho  rooghiy  ijiit.il  poison  is  evenly 
spread-  •  '  • '  '  -  '  ' 

.TPoiso'iied  grain-diead  bait;  '  '  '  ■  ■■  ■■  — 

3  quar't'S'V/atGr.  '  ..  '  ,  '  '  '  _  ' 

1  C'^ia.rt  corn,  sirr'p.  '  '  ' 

1  table  spoonful  .salt.  .  , 

16  pounds  .of  ariy'  one  of  the  fqllo'voing*  '  Milo' rdaize  lieacis  ,  "Iraf  id-corn 
heads,  wdioat  heads,  oad  "heads,  'barle.y  lieohs. 

1  .ouncG  d-t.rychpino  alkaloid. '  '  "  .  . 

Min  ■^rat,o'r;  slfpLp,  acad  s'alt  together.  Dip' grain  heads  into  the  solc.-tion, 
let  partially  dry,  'and  then  sprinl'cle  On  strychi'ii'.ae .  '  '  .  '  ,  ,  ' 

Poi  s  oned-  sal  'b .  bai  t ; .  . 

rl^  ounce  ■  strychnine .  •  ■  '  "  .  ■ . '"ul 

1  pound  co.nripn  .salt.  '  . 

lii::’  thorcughly  aryl  pla/co  as  follov/s;  .'  Take  a  2-by-4,  18  inches  long,  ' 
and  bore  1-d.nch  hoi  cs  close  to  the  ends,  T-l/D  inches  deep.  ''Fill  the 'holes  ' 
half  full  of  the  'poi  s'onod- salt  mi'nture.  Place  these  planks  along  the  trail 
where  the  rabbits  ai-e  traveling.  If  the  holes  are  completely  filled,  'bhere 


is  a  possiliility  tliat  stock  raaj  find  those  salt  licks  and  iget  poisoned, 
r/liereas  if  they  are  only  half  filled  jack  rahhits  can  g;3t  the  poisoned  salt  read¬ 
ily,  hut  stock  can  not.  It  is  ’-nil  to  put  a  long  spike  or  a  holt  through  the 
mdale  of  the  pla.nk  and  stick  it  into  "bhe  ground  so  that  stock  can  nos  rip  it 
over . 

In  placing  halts  either  in  the  poiso-n  corral  or  in  the  open  field, 

-put  out  clean  unpoisoned  halts  for  the  first  tuo  or  throe  nights,  to  get 
the  rahhits  a.ccustoned  to  frnding  feed  in  these  planes.  After  the  rakhits 
ha.ve  cleaned  up  the  unpoisoned  halts  tvn  or  three  tines  at  the  sane  point, 
place  the  poiso-ned  halts  there,  pre'pared  according  to  the  foregoing  fomrelas. 
hiien  the  rahhits  have  quit  feeding  a.t  a  plane,  destroy  all  poisoned  hauts. 

C.nJTICh 


3e  sure  to  use  a,ll  necessary  precautions  i'n  protecting  sboch. 

All  ute'nsils  used  in  the  ".'rspara.tion  of  poiso'n  and  all  poison  con¬ 
tainers  should  he  kept  PLAINLY  LABILIID,  AllD  OUr  OJ  ElACH  of  children, 
livestock,  and  irres]eonsihle  persons. 


Antidotes 

liunan  h e i ng s . — In  cases  of  accidental  poiso-ning  with  strychnine  use 
a'n  emetic  of  mustard,  followed  hy  large  draughts  of  warra  water,  and  give 
powdered  charcoal,  keep  the  patie'-it  in  a  cpiiet  place,  avoiding  noise, 
quAck  movements,  or  anything  -bhat  ma.3'  startle  or  disturh.  To  relieve  spa,snis 
let  patie-nt  i".ib,ale  pure  chloroform,  or  give  chloral  hydrate  (25  grains).  A 
physician  should  he  called  with  utmost  promptness. 

Horses  or  other  livestock. — -Throw  1  pound  of  green  tea  into  1  ouart 
of  boiling  water;  stir  well  arid  add  2  quarts  of  cold  water.  Tnc  rea  ■'’^ill 
practically  ahsorh  all  the  hot  waiter,  hut  z-  tannic-acid  solution  will  he 
derived  hy  the  addition  of  the  cold  v.a.ter.  Tliis  soluticn  will  contain 
about  1.6  ounces  of  tannic  acid,  a  quantity  sufficient  to  ac:  as  an  antiuoro 
for  a  horse  or  other  animal  of  sim,ilar  size  that  may  havo  heon  accidentally 
poisoned  '03-  eating  strychnine. 
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